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Dear PIr. Fogarty: 

corrnrlent on the legislative pmposals cuurently befoE Conpss  de 
with the kidney problem. 

R f e w  weeks ago, during your v i s i t  i n  Seattle, you asked that I: 

you know f r o m  testimony heard by your conmittee i n  the past, 
treatment with the mtificial kidney can and does save lives. 
like E r n i e  M o r e l l i  can work, play golf , care for t he i r  families - in short, 
lead newly no& lives whereas without treatment they would die. 
thousands like ?be lbmlli exre l o s t  each year because 'they cannot pay for 
t h i s  life-saving treatment and because communities and hospit 
afford t o  create the necessary f ac i l i t i e s  and obtain the services of needed 
personnel e 

Patients 

Y e t  

Because there is no legislative precedent for  what must be done, just  
as there is no mral precedent for the extraordhary selection pmcedwres 
forced on us by lack of facilities, €un& and personnelo there are those who 
wge that no action should be taken at this time, 
t h e  financial. c ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t  by society t o  each patient is cited as the m j o r  
=ason for delay. 

The high cost of a life- 

Congressman, i n  the p a t  society found ways t o  afford the large sums 
of mney needed to  maintain p l i o  patients i n  iron lungs. 
$14,000 t o  rehabilitate a pmaplegic t o  the point that  he can only p m i c i -  
pate in self-cam. Thousands of dollars m e  spent yemlj7 for custodid care 
of each of those persons unfortunate enough t o  be born with defective &ds, 
or those who cormnit c r h s  against society. 
nation can afford t h i s  t ~ a t ~ ~ t  fop kidney felure that can rehabilitate t o  
pmductive living adults who would othem2se die b the. p ~ k  of l ife,  
much does a needless death f r o m  kidney failure cost society i f  the surv ivhg  
f s d l y  has t o  go on rel ief?  And what is the cost i n  human suf ferkg  of such 
a death, especially when the f 
saved if 0nl.y he had been lucky enough t o  have had access t o  the treatmiit? 

We pay nearly 

Surely, then, t h k  affluent 

Elow 

knows that -&%e patient could have been 




